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Darnell-Cookman Middle/High School

Syllabus Guidelines
Course Title:  African American History


Instructor’s Name:  Jeff Casner



Email:  casnerj@duvalschools.org
Website:  casnerj.weebly.com



Phone: 904.630.6800
Darnell-Cookman Mission Statement:



To prepare students for collegiate success through a rigorous college preparatory curriculum integrated with professional medical standards emphasizing integrity, the pursuit of academic excellence, and a passion for life-long learning.

Honor Code: 

Students at Darnell-Cookman Middle/High School, School of the Medical Arts will be expected to uphold the four standards of our school and place high value on intellectual rigor and academics.

· Honesty – When students practice honesty, the result is fairness for everyone.

· Respect – Respect is treating others as we would like to be treated. In an environment of respect, work we call our own, is our own. 

· Responsibility – Responsibility is the quality of being accountable for our actions and accepting the consequences of our actions.

· Integrity – Integrity is a commitment to a value even when others are not present to witness it.

Enrollment at Darnell-Cookman Middle/High School requires a commitment to the honor code standards. Students are expected to acknowledge and properly credit sources. The use of material from a source without credit is considered plagarism. It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that work is their own. Students should not submit the work of other students as their own. Students should not provide work to another student. It is the responsibility of each student to ensure that the work submitted is their own.  

In order to prevent a student from gaining an unfair advantage, these behaviors will result in the following:

1) Grade of zero – all students involved will earn a zero for the work and/or referral to Dean of Discipline. 
2) Documentation- the incident will be recorded and a parent conference will be held

Introduction and Course Description:  African American History is a one semester course that will explore pre-Columbian Africa up to modern American history.  The class will focus not only on the factual timeline of African Americans throughout history, but contextually connect it to modern events.  We will celebrate the achievements of African Americans throughout the course and collaboratively discuss historical race relations in the United States.
Course Outline:  
	Unit 1- Ancient Africa
Unit 2- Slavery, from African to America

Unit 3- Slavery and the Civil War

Unit 4- Freedom Deferred
	Unit 5- Impact of African Americans at the turn of the Century
Unit 6- Impact of African Americans during World War I and II

Unit 7- The Civil Rights Movement

Unit 8- Africa and African Americans in the 21st Century.



Educational Materials Needed for Course:  
***3 subject spiral notebook WITH folders.  No composition books.
***Black or Blue Pen 
***Pencils and eraser- must be sharpened BEFORE class
***Colored Pencils or fine tip markers

Grading Procedure:  Grades will be posted on FOCUS. You will be able to see how many assignments you have turned in, as well as your overall percentage. Use the following chart when figuring out your grade: 

	A- 90-100%
	B- 80-89%
	C- 70-79%
	D- 60-69%
	F-<59%


ASSIGNMENTS
Tests 
  


25%


Quizzes



20%

Notebook
 

20%


Classwork



20%

Projects


15%

Homework/Late Work Procedure:  Students have ONE class to make up any grades of zero.  After, NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  (Add an extra day for each excused absence.)  
Make-up Work Procedure: Regular attendance in each forty-five day grading period is necessary for a student to be successful in school. Missing work may be completed for all absences, including suspension. Make-up work is permitted for each day of absence. Your child may earn up to full credit for work submitted within an acceptable time frame outlined within the D.C.P.S. Student Progression Plan.

Parent/Teacher Conference Information: If you have a question about a grade, please check the FOCUS Grade Portal via One View to see teacher notes or comments. If you have questions please email the teacher. If you have questions about the academic progress of your son or daughter you may contact the Guidance Office to speak with a school counselor. You may schedule a conference by contacting the Guidance Office at 630-6800 extension 1030. Parent/teacher conferences are available after 24 hours notice. Parent/teacher conferences may not include all of your child’s teachers. Please request which teacher(s) when scheduling a conference.

Tutoring Schedule: Extra help is available in the mornings or afternoons as requested.  Students need to schedule those meetings in advance.
Other Information:  There is no textbook for the class.  All material will be available on the teacher website:  casnerj.weebly.com

EXPECTATIONS
a) Come to class on time.
b) Be prepared with materials and assigned homework.
c) Respect other students and their opinions, even if they are not the same as your own.
d) Encourage your classmates to be successful.
e) Make responsibility a daily routine in this class.
